
 

 
 

 

 

Reading Strategies to Use at Home 
 

Here are some strategies you can use at home to help make sure your 
child understands what they are reading throughout the entire book. 

 

Before reading: 
*Activate prior knowledge.  Explain this to your child by telling them our brains are like  
 computers.  When we see something familiar, we automatically pull up a file of 
 everything we already know about that topic.  This helps us prepare to have a  
 better understanding of the story. 
*If you child is not familiar with a topic in the book, provide background knowledge. 
 You can talk about it or look it up together. 
*Preview the book and make predictions about what might happen. 
*Make sure the book is an appropriate selection that is matched your interest.  Read  
 the first page or two and ask your child if they are able to understand the story. 
 

During reading: 
*Check for understanding.  After every few pages, stop and ask your child questions. 
 (Who, What, When, Where, Why). 
*Go back and reread what you don’t understand. 
*Stop and talk about parts that make you angry, surprise you, remind you of 
 something that has happened to you, or remind you of another book to make  
 connections. 
*Make more predictions.  Talk about how predictions change as you read more of the 
 story and have more information. 
*Imagine a story taking place as if it were a movie to help visualize. 
  

After reading: 
•Summarize what you just read. Include important information. 
•Retell the story – let your child even look in the book to help retell. 
•Draw or write about your favorite part. 
•Write a letter to the author or to a character in the book. 
•Give a book review. Tell what you liked or disliked about the book. 
•Ask your child: What was the author’s purpose? Think about why the author wrote 
the book or article. (Persuade, Inform, or Entertain) 
 
 
 


